
A Brief Introduction

Fall 2022



The Zahn Innovation Center is a startup incubator of 
The City College of New York that offers programming 
to encourage entrepreneurial thinking & growth. 

About the Zahn 
Innovation Center



Programs

● Startup Incubator - Bootcamp and Competition for 
Cash Prizes
○ Kaylie Hardware Prize
○ Zahn Social Innovation Prize
○ Zahn Software Prize
○ Standard Chartered Women in Technology and 

Entrepreneurship Prize

○ Ideation activities and team applications in Fall

● Makerspace and Apprenticeships
● Seminars and Events
● Collaboration with Entrepreneurship Courses
●
● Bossgirls Program for High School girls in Summer and 

afterschool
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Managing Director

Chris Bobko
Executive Director
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Programming & 
Logistics Intern
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Competition
Sponsors Hardware Track Women+Tech Track

Irwin Zahn

Social Impact Track
Software Track



Spring 2022 Cohort Introductions



The Kaylie Hardware Prize was developed 
and sponsored by CCNY Alum Harvey 
Kaylie, Founder of Mini-Circuits. 

This category celebrates all things hardware. 

Startups in this category include physical 
products and devices that may or may not 
include a connected (smart) technological 
aspect.

Bioreactor: A unit that has the ability to 
incubate organic matter.

Guardian: A wearable camera paired with a 
user-friendly design that will give you and 
your loved ones security and peace of mind.

Hobbs: A digital weight machine that allows 
you to work out at home. 

Hydroot: A friendly smart planter.

The Cone Screw: A funnel that easily attaches 
on and off of cones to fill them optimally.



The Standard Chartered Women + Tech 
Prize is sponsored by Standard Chartered 
Bank as part of the Women in Technology 
Incubator at the Zahn Center. 

The category celebrates the role of women 
in building innovative businesses leveraging 
technology. 

Startups in this category must be led by 
women and/or have a team made up of at 
least 50% women.

Carella: A virtual platform to find auto parts 
at the best price.

Hybridraw: Sustainable sanitary pads.

Skinschip: A service to culture skin to provide 
personalized skin care needs via an organic 
chip.

Rx Reminder: An application that will remind 
the elderly to take their medication.

Ooni: An online space to help black women 
challenge the cultural narrative around 
haircare. 



The Zahn Social Impact Prize is sponsored 
by CCNY Alum Irwin Zahn. 

This category acts as a catalyst for the 
spread of social entrepreneurship on 
campus, and encourages students to 
develop a global perspective on impact.

Startups in this category are challenged to 
build ventures with a sustainable revenue 
model, whose primary objective is social 
change or environmental stewardship. They 
may pursue either a nonprofit or for-profit 
model.

AfroCrops: A farmer’s coalition to help 
farmers develop their agri-businesses in 
African nations.

Homequisite: A mobile application that 
allows users to share and try different regional 
foods.

I AM LIT: A virtual mentoring organization that 
offers inexpensive self publishing and 
marketing workshops for aspiring authors of 
African American children’s book.

Set Settal: An organization that aims to 
reduce and obliterate the presence of 
E-Waste everywhere.

Healing Arts: Provides painting classes with 
an approach of art therapy as a healing tool 
for senior citizens.



The Zahn Software Prize is sponsored by 
CCNY Alum Irwin Zahn. 

This category are challenged to develop 
ventures that use technology to solve 
problems otherwise untouched. 

Startups in this category include 
transformative new apps, software, database 
tools, e-commerce sites, or technological 
devices.

ARLE Clothing: An automated apparel 
authentication platform.

Autism Bridge: A mobile platform that closely 
connects job seekers with ASD to employers.

MEDtalk: A mobile application helping 
non-English speakers communicate in a 
hospital environment.

Parkit: A web-based platform that explains 
parking signs.

THOR: A 3D mapping technology for 
geological researchers.



Fall Program Overview













October / November Mini Bootcamp

Thursdays 12:15-1:45pm, NAC Flex Space

Explore world of startups and ventures

Meet and interact with other students

Prepare for applications for Spring 2023 
Venture Incubator Competition - $25,000

10/13 - Introduction: The Who/ What/When/ 
Where/ Why and How of startups

10/20 - Customer/ User Discovery and 
Insights

10/27 - Value Proposition

11/3 - Market Sizing and Competitive Analysis 

11/10 - Minimum Viable Product/Prototype

11/14 - Applications Due



Financial Literacy

LinkedIn - You and Your Business

Personal Branding

Intro to Pitch Decks and Pitching

Additional programs

Open Innovation Office Hours



How To Get Involved

https://www.ccny.cuny.edu/zahn/


